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O Henry is the sobriquet name of the American short story writer, William Sydney Porter, who
born on September 11th 1862 and passed away on January 5th 1910. O Henry short stories are
well-known for his playing on words, wit in expressing, great characterization and twist ending

in his short stories.
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“The gift of the Magi” is one of his famous stories which initially published in 1905 in the New York

Word then it first published as book form in "The Four Million" . Since its high popularity, it has

been published repeatedly as independent book.
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The story took place on Christmas Eve while a couple, Della and Jim, deal with the challenge of buying a Christmas gift for each
other. They were poor, but fell in love with each other. Della wanted to buy a gift for her husband. Though she had been saved
money for months, she had just 1.87$ and that was not enough. She was upset and was thinking while standing in front of the win-
dow looking at her long beautiful hair. In a sudden she cut her hair by shutting the window in a while to compensate the lack of
money for buying the gift. After selling her hair about 208, she had 21.878, so she start to find something suitable for Jim to buy
Last, she bought a platinum chain for Jim’s watch. When she came back home, she made everything ready and waited for him as
she was anxious about what would he say. Jim arrived with no watch in his pocket. When he see her, he just stared and gaze at
her. After some second, Jim gave Della a gift. It was set of combs. Do you realize how did he buy her gift? When he saw his gift

which Della bought for him, he knew what had happened to Della’s’ hair.
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